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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
October 28, 1886 


Sir, 


In regard to the bars complained of by Mr. Platt, I can say, that the Assay cuttings were 
taken as usual, and Assays made. The fineness was found to be 993 1/2, not satisfied with the 
result, I re-assayed them, when the fineness was not quite 993 4 (entered at 993 14). 


I was about to have them melted and assays made from Granulations, but concluded to let 
them pass, as the seller of the bullion would be charged with the cost of melting, as well as the 
loss of silver in the operation. 


They were then reported at 994, in order to give a fair average for the lot; as several of 
the bars in the invoice that assayed 996 %4 were reported at the even half thousandth. Many of the 
bars from this refinery, have of late given trouble and taken time in the assay; for while invoiced 
and stamped at 999, are on assay from cutting, several thousandth short (as Mr. Platt states). I 
would much prefer, (if time permits) when bullion of any refinery falls much below stamp 
fineness, to melt, and assay from granulation. Although the complaint is, that we report 1 to 3 
thousandths below his assay, yet our ingots which are based on the assay as made here, are 
almost invariable correct. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Supt. 


